Energy Information Software
Template for RFIs/RFPs

If you’re creating an Energy Information Software (referred to as System) RFI or RFP and don’t know how to get started, we invite you to use this list of features as a template.  The Microsoft Word format allows you to cut and paste directly into your document.

	FEATURE

	Bill Tracking

	  Track any type of utility bill (any commodity, energy or non-energy)

	  Track any level of bill details (taxes, various charges, KW demand)

	  Bill entry screen layout looks like actual bill

	  Bill entry screen shows past history with tables and graphs

	  “Fat finger” tests to catch obvious keying errors (select bill entry “audits” from a list of approx 50 available tests)

	  Provisions for complex unbundled/deregulated accounts with multiple vendors

	  Rate schedules can recreate and verify accuracy of bills, wizard to easily create simple to complex rate schedules

	  Bill audits to spot potential problems

	  User-defined work flow process for optional supervisor approval of bills

	  Bill ‘Batch Entry’ with batch control totals

	  Flexible interface with A/P systems; use System as a “smart” front-end to the bill payment process

	  Scanned image of each bill can be retrieved and viewed

	  Imports and charts Interval Data (15-minute ‘raw’ data from large electric meters; data files are imported to System in CSV or other formats)

	  Budgets/Forecasts – Create multiple budgets by cost, blended rate and consumption, print reports

	  Submeter Readings – establish reading routes, enter readings manually or via upload of data from metering systems

	  Simple or complex formulas to split usage and costs in shared facilities using Virtual Meters:  example:  Split electric bill to two agencies 60%-40%

	  Assign costs to submeters and virtual meters via rate schedules

	  Tenant and customer/reimbursable account billing using rate schedules

	  EDI 810 bill entry – Electronic Data Interchange formats accepted as well as CSV flat file for bill import

	  Accrual functions for month and year-end accounting needs

	

	Organizational Structure

	  Total flexibility for regions, departments, divisions, units, sites, etc. No limits on levels or complexity

	  Unlimited number of buildings, meters, accounts, vendors

	  “Treeview” interface to easily navigate within organization

	  User-defined fields for building, meter, account, vendor data can link to external URLs 

	  Unlimited number of user-defined “groups” of meters or buildings for reporting

	  Data importer allows new user to easily lay out entire structure (accounts, meters, buildings, etc) in Excel and import to System.

	

	Security & Access

	  Login requires user name and strong password

	  Variable levels of user access (view only, view & edit, etc)

	  User access can be limited to specific buildings, depts., etc

	  No limit on number of users

	

	Reports

	  PowerViews – Instant charts, continuously updated, of cost, use, unit cost and current year vs. last year

	  Over 200 available reports

	  Reports use Crystal Reports engine

	  Crystal Reports, Access or Excel can be used to design new reports

	  Report settings can be saved as Favorites

	  Many reports can be packaged into batches; one click runs many reports

	  Flexible options for filtering report data

	  Reports can be exported to many file formats

	  Reports can be directly emailed (no prior export required)

	  Special export formats designed specifically for Excel 

	

	Deployment and Development

	  LAN client-server version using Microsoft SQL Server 2000 or 2005

	  Web-based with browser client 

	  Web-based with ‘rich’ Windows client (port 80, no ODBC)

	  Company’s main business is publishing this software – at least 50% of annual company revenues are derived from licensing and supporting this application.

	  Company track record in upgrading this software - At least one major software upgrade released per year for the last five years

	

	Specialty Features

	  Weather normalization using tried and true degree day statistical techniques.  Automatic download of weather data from AccuWeather.com on the fifth of the month.

	  Cost Avoidance – Measurement & verification of savings in accordance with U.S. Dept of Energy and industry standards. 

	  Loadshape manager creates normalized load profiles – benefits electric procurement process, helps ensure the best possible quotes/bids

	  Rate/Tariff analysis compares your rates with alternatives

	  Production tracking – occupancy, production, etc

	  Electric interval data features - import via CSV or MV-90 format, charting, analysis, application of rate schedule to range of dates

	  Issue Tracking feature to easily track savings opportunities and problems; assign to any user, track status, email to building managers.

	  Greenhouse Gas emissions & Green Energy credits tracking & reporting; complete web-based library of conversion factors for CO2 equivalencies.

	  ENERGY STAR benchmarking interface stores and distributes building attribute data to ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager and receives energy efficiency ratings back.

	  Energy supply contract tracking and administration

	  Email report publisher automatically distributes reports to lists of recipients per your schedules and filter options.

	Privately-labeled, free-to-use Web-based Energy Efficiency Application to promote and facilitate energy conservation among home and business owners within the represented community.



	FEATURE IN DETAIL

	Utility bill tracking.  Comprehensive tracking of utility bills.  Any commodities, any level and type of bill details.  Includes:  work flow manager; link to scanned bill images; memo and message system; user-friendly treeview interface; ability to track standard and deregulated bills (separate LDC/supplier charges).

	Rate/Tariff Analysis.  Rate wizard creates and maintains any number of simple or complex rates; use rate engine to (1) verify bill cost, (2) run alternative analysis – “what would I have paid if this account had been on rate TOU1 instead of rate GS1?”  

	Bill Audits.  A library of 50 audits that check bills for various problems (such as excessively high or low usage, cost, unit cost, demand; duplicates; abnormal dates; missing bills); user-defined sensitivity settings and user-defined audit groups.

	Issue Tracker.  Easily track savings opportunities and problems; assign to any user, track status, email to building managers.

	Budgets.  Use historical cost and consumption unit data to create any number of budgets on a detailed meter-by-meter and month-by-month basis.  Chart and report budget vs. actual, indicating surplus/deficit.  

	Contract Tracker.  Track and administer energy supply contracts.  

	PowerViews.  Usage, cost, demand and unit cost trend charts and graphs that are automatically displayed and constantly updated.  

	Benchmarking Charts.  Create any number of ‘peer groups’ and instantly rank the buildings by cost/sq ft, usage/sq ft and peak watts/sq ft.  Rank meters by usage & cost per day and unit cost.  Indicates the group average and instantly highlights ‘outliers’ – abnormal meters, buildings and bills.

	Over 200 Reports and Graphs.  Categories:  Billing, Analysis, Weather, Year-to-Year, Invoice, Cost Avoidance, Budget, Channel, Setup, and Greenhouse Gas.

	Greenhouse Gas Tracking and Reporting.  Calculate GHG emissions resulting from the energy use tracked in System via accounts, meters, bills and counters and the resultant estimated emissions from indirect use.  Report GHG emissions via standard reports, trend charts and PowerViews. 

	ENERGY STAR Benchmarking Interface. EPA’s popular ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager ranks each building against a peer group and provides an energy efficiency rating.  Using System you can configure your buildings for the ENERGY STAR interface by entering required building attributes and submit your data automatically and return the rating results.

	Weather data tracking; degree day charts and reports.  Track average daily temperature for any number of weather stations.  Degree days are automatically calculated and charted for quick year-to-year comparisons.  Enter data manually or download weather data from AccuWeather.com on the fifth of the month. (Advanced statistical analysis of use vs. weather is in the Cost Avoidance module.)

	Any number of user logins; configurable access levels.  Each user has a login name, strong password, list of accessible menus and features.   Users can be limited to individual buildings, departments or organizational levels.

	Interval and production data tracking.   Track electric meter interval data (usually 15, 30 or 60-minute intervals); many options for charting, auditing, aggregating and analyzing.  Track other electric meter channels (KVAR, power factor, current, voltage, etc) and track any time-series data, such as production, occupancy, weather, energy efficiency index, etc.

	Split bills by percentages.  Automatically split bills for shared facilities.  Example:  Public Safety Building is charged 60% to Police Dept and 40% to Fire Dept.  Split each actual bill into two ‘virtual bills’ for reports and general ledger chargebacks.


	Export bills to Accounts Payable or General Ledger.  After entry and auditing, export bill records to an intermediate file.  The intermediate file is then imported into an A/P or G/L system for payment.  System is used as a ‘smart front end’ on the A/P system, one that performs detailed bill verification/auditing while at the same time capturing bill details for energy management purposes.

	Import bills from vendors using a flat file format.  Flat file formats (Excel-like spreadsheets) are more readily available than EDI 810 format.  System’s flat file importer is very flexible.  Recommended when you can receive 50 or more bills at a time in electronic format.

	Import bills from vendors using EDI 810 electronic data interchange format.  Some major vendors use industry-standard EDI 810 format.  System can import version 3030 and 4010 files.  A unique ‘map’ is developed for each trading partner.

	Accruals.  Create estimated bills (accruals) based on actual historical bills when it’s necessary to ‘fill up’ an accounting period with data.  Accrued bills can be exported to G/L and then reversed after close-out or when the actual bill is received.  (An Accrual Report (included in all versions) based on daily costs can be used in place of the full Accrual module when all you need is a simple year-end estimate of not-yet-received bills.)

	Multiple simultaneous users.  Allows more than one user to access System at the same time.

	Enter or import submeter readings, create bills/chargebacks for customers.   Most often used on university campuses and military installations to create chargeback ‘invoices’ for reimbursable and self-supporting activities.  Submeter readings can be keyed or imported from meter reading systems.  

	Cost Avoidance.  Calculates the cost avoidance (the dollar savings) attributable to energy management projects by comparing today’s bills with a pre-retrofit ‘baseline’ year.  Comparisons are automatically adjusted for billing period length, weather, energy unit prices and other variables in accordance with the U.S. Department of Energy’s ‘whole building method’ of energy savings measurement & verification.  (see www.EVO-World.org)  We pioneered cost avoidance methodology in 1985; it’s been used on tens of thousands of buildings over the last twenty years.

	Tracks Over 500 meters.  Suitable for larger organizations (Fortune 1000 corporations, large cities and government agencies, major universities); ability to track over 500 utility meters, up to 100,000 meters per dataset.  

	Web access.  System database can be accessed via Internet using a browser (for view-only access) or using an installed version of System (for data entry, editing and analysis).  

	Advanced scripts.  VB scripts used for advanced functions, including channel data comparisons, single/multiple regressions and peak search.  For advanced users only.
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